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Articles of Confederation Crossword
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Name:

Date:

Directions: Use the clues to complete the grid. Omit spaces, punctuation, and hyphens.

16

ACROSS

2.

10.

12.

13.

14.

15.
17.

18.

Formal approval needed before the Articles took
effect.

1787 measure providing a process for admitting
western states.

Power to collect mandatory payments that Congress
lacked directly.

Authority retained largely by states under the first
framework.

Union whose member governments retain substantial
power.

Separate national branch created under the
Constitution but absent under the Articles.

Labor system prohibited in the Northwest Territory by
the 1787 ordinance.

Government income Congress struggled to obtain.
Relations with foreign powers, a congressional
responsibility.

Payments Congress requested from state
governments.
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ACROSS (continued)

19.
20.

Basic governing document that replaced the Articles.

Status territories could eventually receive within the
union.

DOWN

1. Agreement of every state, required for amendments.

3. Formal change to a governing document.

4. Massachusetts uprising that highlighted weaknesses
in national coordination.

6. Region that could later qualify for statehood.

7. Trade that Congress lacked broad power to regulate.

8. Single national lawmaking body under the first U.S.
framework.

11. 1787 gathering in Philadelphia that proposed a new
framework.

16. Political units retaining considerable authority under

the Articles.
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TEACHER ANSWER KEY

Completed grid and numbered answers. Spaces and punctuation are omitted in the grid.

ACROSS

2.

9.

10.
12.
13.
14.
15.
17.
18.
19.

Ratification
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Northwest Ordinance

Taxation
Sovereignty

Confederation

Executive
Slavery
Revenue
Diplomacy
Contributions
Constitution
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ACROSS (continued)

20. Statehood
DOWN

1. Unanimity

3.  Amendment

4. Shays Rebellion
6. Territory

7. Commerce

8. Congress

11. Convention

16. States
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