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Sub-Saharan Africa Crossword
Easy  |  10 clues  |  Student Worksheet

Name: __________________________________ Date: __________________

Directions: Use the clues to complete the grid. Omit spaces, punctuation, and hyphens.

1 2 3

4 5

6

7

8

9

10

ACROSS

1. Tectonically active system in the continent's east.
4. Elevated region with cooler conditions than nearby

lowlands.
6. River forming a major inland delta in Botswana.
8. Large island off Africa's southeastern coast.
9. Grassland with scattered trees, common in tropical

parts of Africa.
10. Describes a country lacking a direct ocean coastline.

DOWN

2. Semiarid transition zone along the Sahara's southern
edge.

3. Central African drainage region associated with
tropical rainforest.

5. Vast desert separating much of northern Africa from
regions to its south.

7. Variable water input affecting Sahelian farming and
herding.
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TEACHER ANSWER KEY

Completed grid and numbered answers. Spaces and punctuation are omitted in the grid.

1

E A
2

S T A F R I
3

C A N R I F T

A O
4

E T H I O P I A N H I G H L A N D
5

S

E G A

L
6

O K A V A N G O H
7

R B A
8

M A D A G A S C A R R

I S A
9

S A V A N N A I

F
10

L A N D L O C K E D

A

L

L

ACROSS

1. East African Rift
4. Ethiopian Highlands
6. Okavango
8. Madagascar
9. Savanna
10. Landlocked

DOWN

2. Sahel
3. Congo Basin
5. Sahara
7. Rainfall
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Name: __________________________________ Date: __________________

Directions: Use the clues to complete the grid. Omit spaces, punctuation, and hyphens.

1

2

3 4

5

6 7

8

9

10 11

12

13

14 15

ACROSS

2. Large island off Africa's southeastern coast.
3. Describes a country lacking a direct ocean coastline.
5. Kenyan capital illustrating urban development in the

region.
6. Elevated region with cooler conditions than nearby

lowlands.
8. Semiarid transition zone along the Sahara's southern

edge.
9. Vast desert separating much of northern Africa from

regions to its south.
10. Decline in land quality that can reduce agricultural

productivity.
12. Primary export whose global price changes can affect

local livelihoods.

ACROSS (continued)

13. Tectonically active system in the continent's east.
14. Major Nigerian city illustrating the region's substantial

urban population.
15. Central African drainage region associated with

tropical rainforest.
DOWN

1. Variable water input affecting Sahelian farming and
herding.

4. Boundaries inherited from imperial rule that
sometimes divided communities.

7. Grassland with scattered trees, common in tropical
parts of Africa.

11. River forming a major inland delta in Botswana.
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TEACHER ANSWER KEY

Completed grid and numbered answers. Spaces and punctuation are omitted in the grid.

1

R
2

M A D A G A S C A R
3

L A N D L O
4

C K E D I

O
5

N A I R O B I

L F
6

E T H I O P I A N H I G H L A N D
7

S

N L A

I
8

S A H E L V

A
9

S A H A R A
10

S O I L D E G R A D A T I
11

O N N

B K N
12

C O M M O D I T Y A A

R V

D A
13

E A S T A F R I C A N R I F T

R G
14

L A G O S
15

C O N G O B A S I N

ACROSS

2. Madagascar
3. Landlocked
5. Nairobi
6. Ethiopian Highlands
8. Sahel
9. Sahara
10. Soil Degradation
12. Commodity

ACROSS (continued)

13. East African Rift
14. Lagos
15. Congo Basin
DOWN

1. Rainfall
4. Colonial Borders
7. Savanna
11. Okavango
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Name: __________________________________ Date: __________________

Directions: Use the clues to complete the grid. Omit spaces, punctuation, and hyphens.

1 2 3 4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 12

13 14

15 16

17

18

19 20

ACROSS

1. Water, housing, and transport systems pressured by
rapid city growth.

5. Elevated region with cooler conditions than nearby
lowlands.

7. Body of water surrounding Madagascar.
9. Boundaries inherited from imperial rule that

sometimes divided communities.
10. Describes a country lacking a direct ocean coastline.
11. Kenyan capital illustrating urban development in the

region.
16. Semiarid transition zone along the Sahara's southern

edge.
17. Variable water input affecting Sahelian farming and

herding.
18. Central African drainage region associated with

tropical rainforest.
19. Large island off Africa's southeastern coast.

ACROSS (continued)

20. Major Nigerian city illustrating the region's substantial
urban population.

DOWN

2. Decline in land quality that can reduce agricultural
productivity.

3. Protection of ecological resources requiring attention
to nearby livelihoods.

4. Tectonically active system in the continent's east.
6. Country containing the Okavango's major inland delta.
8. Primary export whose global price changes can affect

local livelihoods.
12. River forming a major inland delta in Botswana.
13. Grassland with scattered trees, common in tropical

parts of Africa.
14. Management of livestock as an important livelihood in

semiarid areas.
15. Vast desert separating much of northern Africa from

regions to its south.

TeachArcade.com  |  Grades 7-12 Hard  |  Student Copy



TEACH ARCADE PRINT & PLAY  /  SOCIAL STUDIES

Sub-Saharan Africa Crossword
Hard  |  20 clues  |  Teacher Answer Key

TEACHER ANSWER KEY

Completed grid and numbered answers. Spaces and punctuation are omitted in the grid.

1
I N F R A

2
S T R U

3
C T U R

4
E

O O A

I N S
5
E T H I O P I A N H I G H L A N D S T

6
B D E A

O
7

I N D I A N O C E A N R F

T
8
C G V R

S
9
C O L O N I A L B O R D E R S A I

W M A T C

A M
10
L A N D L O C K E D I A

11
N A I R O B I A

12
O O N

A D T K N R

I
13
S

14
H I A I

15
S T

16
S A H E L E O V F

A Y V
17
R A I N F A L L T

H A D N

A
18
C O N G O B A S I N G

R N N O
19
M A D A G A S C A R

20
L A G O S

ACROSS

1. Infrastructure
5. Ethiopian Highlands
7. Indian Ocean
9. Colonial Borders
10. Landlocked
11. Nairobi
16. Sahel
17. Rainfall
18. Congo Basin
19. Madagascar
20. Lagos

DOWN

2. Soil Degradation
3. Conservation
4. East African Rift
6. Botswana
8. Commodity
12. Okavango
13. Savanna
14. Herding
15. Sahara
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