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Name: __________________________________ Date: __________________

Directions: Use the clues to complete the grid. Omit spaces, punctuation, and hyphens.
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ACROSS

4. Broad grassland region east of the Rocky Mountains.
9. Movement of people shaping languages and

settlement patterns.
12. Major river draining much of the central United States.
13. Describes peoples with long-established ancestral

connections to the continent.
15. Area defined by shared human patterns rather than

necessarily political borders.
17. Ocean linked to inland shipping by the St. Lawrence

waterway.
18. River linking the Great Lakes region to the Atlantic.
19. Region connecting Mexico with South America.
20. Extensive region of ancient exposed rock in northern

North America.

DOWN

1. Mountain system in eastern North America.
2. Island and sea region included in broad definitions of

North America.
3. Large island included geographically in North America.
5. Dry zone that can develop behind mountain barriers.
6. Ocean along the continent's western coast.
7. Artificial water supply used in dry farming areas.
8. Country sharing the United States' southern land

border.
10. Water resource whose demand, drought exposure,

and pollution require management.
11. Common short name for the western interior mountain

system.
14. Large freshwater bodies shared by the United States

and Canada.
16. Country occupying much of the northern mainland.
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TEACHER ANSWER KEY

Completed grid and numbered answers. Spaces and punctuation are omitted in the grid.
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20

C A N A D I A N S H I E L D

ACROSS

4. Great Plains
9. Migration
12. Mississippi
13. Indigenous
15. Cultural Region
17. Atlantic
18. St Lawrence
19. Central America
20. Canadian Shield

DOWN

1. Appalachians
2. Caribbean
3. Greenland
5. Rain Shadow
6. Pacific
7. Irrigation
8. Mexico
10. Freshwater
11. Rockies
14. Great Lakes
16. Canada
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