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Name: __________________________________ Date: __________________

Directions: Use the clues to complete the grid. Omit spaces, punctuation, and hyphens.
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ACROSS

1. Variety of living organisms within an environment.
4. Grassland with scattered trees and distinct wet and

dry seasons.
7. Ground remaining frozen for at least two consecutive

years.
8. Cold, largely treeless biome with a short growing

season.
9. Moisture falling from the atmosphere that helps define

terrestrial biomes.
10. Broad ecological region with characteristic climate and

living communities.
13. Measure of heat that helps determine regional

vegetation.
14. Height whose change can shift mountain vegetation.
16. Another name for boreal forest.
17. Removal of forests that can alter habitats and water

movement.

ACROSS (continued)

18. Biome dominated by grasses rather than forest trees.
19. Feeding on grasses by livestock or wild herbivores.
20. Area where one environmental community gradually

changes into another.
DOWN

2. Biome defined by very low precipitation.
3. Warm, wet forest type found in tropical regions.
5. Local environment where an organism lives.
6. Plant structures reaching water and supporting

regrowth in grasslands.
11. Describes trees that shed their leaves seasonally.
12. Element stored in forest biomass and affected by

clearing.
15. Trait or response improving survival under local

conditions.
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TEACHER ANSWER KEY

Completed grid and numbered answers. Spaces and punctuation are omitted in the grid.

1
B I O

2
D I V E R S I T Y

3
R E

4
S A V A N N A S

5
H

I
6
D

7
P E R M A F R O S T

8
T U N D R A E R B

F
9
P R E C I P I T A T I O N

10
B I O M E P T

11
D

R
12
C R

13
T E M P E R A T U R E

14
E L E V A T I O N T C

S R O
15
A

16
T A I G A

T B T D D
17
D E F O R E S T A T I O N U

N P O

T U
18
G R A S S L A N D S

T
19
G R A Z I N G

O
20
T R A N S I T I O N Z O N E

ACROSS

1. Biodiversity
4. Savanna
7. Permafrost
8. Tundra
9. Precipitation
10. Biome
13. Temperature
14. Elevation
16. Taiga
17. Deforestation
18. Grassland

ACROSS (continued)

19. Grazing
20. Transition Zone
DOWN

2. Desert
3. Rainforest
5. Habitat
6. Deep Roots
11. Deciduous
12. Carbon
15. Adaptation
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