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Name:

Date:

Directions: Use the clues to complete the grid. Omit spaces, punctuation, and hyphens.
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1.

10.
11.

13.
15.
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18.
19.
20.

Open to more than one reasonable interpretation.
Extremely thirsty or dried out.

No longer current or useful because circumstances
have changed.

Hopeful about what the future may bring.

Requiring great effort, as a difficult uphill hike would.

Quiet or restrained in social situations.
Persistence in pursuing a goal despite setbacks.
Essential for success or survival.

Reasoned conclusion about meaning based on
surrounding information.

DOWN

2.

Extremely careful and precise about details.
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DOWN (continued)

3.

© ® N o’

14.
17.

Feeling or association a word suggests beyond its
basic definition.

Nearby words and ideas helping explain an unfamiliar

term.

Disorganized and lacking an orderly pattern.
Not yet certain or final.

Easily broken or damaged.

Very heavy downpour or flood.

Word's direct dictionary meaning rather than its
associations.

Strong and stable under pressure.
Brief but clear and complete enough for its purpose.
Serious, subdued, or gloomy in tone.
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TEACHER ANSWER KEY

Completed grid and numbered answers. Spaces and punctuation are omitted in the grid.
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ACROSS DOWN
1. Ambiguous 2. Meticulous
10. Parched 3. Connotation
11. Obsolete 4. Context Clues
13. Optimistic 5. Chaotic
15. Arduous 6. Tentative
16. Reserved 7. Fragile
18. Tenacity 8. Deluge
19. Vital 9. Denotation
20. Inference 12. Sturdy
14. Concise
17. Somber
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